5,000-20,000 ENROLLMENT

Breakfast Partners

West Seneca Central Schools, West Seneca, N.Y.

The Partners in Education Breakfast gives the district and individual schools the chance to
showcase their students and their achievements to the community.

Partners in Education Breakfast

Community support is essential to providing
a quality education and to ensuring continu-
ous improvement in student achievement.
Collaboration and communication between
the school district and community are cru-
cial to securing this support. West Seneca’s
annual Partners in Education (PIE) Break-
fast brings together more than 600 commu-
nity members to celebrate student achieve-
ments. The breakfast creates a sense of
solidarity and provides the community with
an opportunity to join with the district to
honor the efforts and achievement of their
students.

The breakfast showcases each of the dis-
trict’s 12 schools, as well as support services.
It is planned, organized, and conducted by
students under the direction of several staff
members. Each breakfast has a theme; last
year’s was “Imagine the Possibilities.” It fea-
tured a historical retrospective of the dis-

trict, followed by stu-
dents sharing how
things are different for
them now. Addition-
ally, educators, support
staff, and parent volun-
teers from each build-
ing are honored. This
past year, the event
recognized an alumnus
from each building in
keeping with the
theme.

The West Seneca Cen-
tral School Board un-
derstands the need for
collaboration with con-
stituency groups. It has
made community com-
munication a priority.
The board was instru-
mental in providing the resources for the
PIE Breakfast. An organization called The
House of Representatives, made up of stu-
dent representatives from each of the high
schools, meets with board members monthly
to share suggestions, concerns, and ideas
about what the district is doing. The House
is the planning committee for the PIE Break-
fast, and the students play a critical role in
the production of this event.

Everyone in the community looks forward
to this annual event. It has become an op-
portunity for the district and the commu-
nity to gather for a common cause, to show
support, to celebrate, and to speak with
each other informally over breakfast. Feed-
back is also solicited. The placemats serve
as feedback forms, and participants are in-
vited to comment and make suggestions.
There is no other event of this magnitude
in the region.

Contact Superintendent Jean Kovach at
jmkovach@westseneca.wnyric.org. The dis-
trict’s website is at www.wscschools.org.

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT

Carol Jarczyk

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS

Mary Busse
Janice Dalbo
Daniel Dunn
Mark Lazzara
Daniel Nagy
David Smaczniak

SUPERINTENDENT

Jean Kovach

Magna Awards 2009 21



